
Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the I-Team?

2. With team teaching, why do we need the I-Team?

3. What is the difference between the I-Team and the Child Study Team?

4. What kinds of student issues can the I-Team help resolve?

5. Where can I find strategies to help me deal with my students?

6. When should I refer a student?

7. What is the referral procedure?

8. Why is there so much paperwork?

9. Can I attend an I-Team meeting?

10. Can I be a permanent part of the I-Team?

1. Technically, the Intervention Referral & Services Committee is a state mandated committee of staff,
administration, and support services designed to help teachers assist students struggling in their classrooms. We
meet once a month to develop interventions to help teachers and students make the middle school a more
successful place.

2. The I-Team serves as a clearing house of information on a student (incorporating teacher, guidance, health,
and administrative records), providing perspectives on a student that would be difficult for a teaching team to
obtain. It also serves as a necessary step in the continuing effort to evaluate a student's academic capabilities
fully, providing resources outside the scope of the classroom.
 
3. The I-Team focus is to help students find success in the middle school through interventions in the general
education program. The Child Study Team develops special education interventions only for students identified as
having an educatiional disability.  The two work together -- there are two CST members on the I-Team --
reflecting the reality that general education students struggling in the classroom could be struggling with an
educational disability. Teachers concerned with the performance or behavior of a student should bring those
concerns before the I-Team. Issues with classified students may also be addressed with their Child Study Team
Case Manager.

4. Any issues -- behavioral, attendance, academic, social, emotional -- you name it! If you, as a teacher, feel as if
outside resources might better enable you to meet the needs of a particular student better than you can yourself,
refer him/her to the I-Team. We will do our best to develop a plan that effectively meets the student's needs.

5. Strategies? You want strategies? WE'VE GOT STRATEGIES! The I-Team has a complete collection of resources
that can give you ideas on how to meet a variety of issues confronting today's students. Please take a look at our
page of STRATEGIES.

6. At WAMS, we know that teachers have lots of great ideas to get the most out of their students. And, now, with
the team teaching approach the building employs, we also have the collaborative power of teachers, as well.
However, if you find that a student continues to struggle even after you, individually, and the team, collectively,
have intervened, it is time to refer that student to the I-Team.

7. Referrals are coordinated by a grade rep to the I-Team. That person will jump start the process. For a complete
breakdown of the steps, please see our I-Team Basics Page. Referrals can also be initiated through the Guidance
Department, the Student Assistance Counselor, or the School Nurse.

8. The I-Team is a state mandated support program. Therefore, paperwork is a necessary evil. More so, in today's
day and age, documentation is becoming increasingly important. The I-Team ensures that all the steps we take to
help our children are part of the public record?

9. Absolutely, if you refer the child under discussion. We realize that you understand more about the student
because you work with him/her every single day and we value your input. If you desire to attend the meeting, we
will arrage class coverage for you and save the most comfortable chair at the table for you. Please come!

http://www.mtps.com/800651212124323/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=52904
http://www.mtps.com/800651212124323/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=52902


10. If you are interested in joining the I-Team, you need to speak with an administrator. The team rotates
membership periodically and is always looking for enthusiastic professionals desiring to help the students in our
building.


